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Stage one:denial that either physical or sexual
abuse exists to a significant extent. Abuse that is
seen is felt to be due to psychotic, drunken, or
drugged parents, or foreign guests, and nothing
to do with the community as a whole.

Stage two: the community pays attentions to the
more lurid forms of abuse-the battered child-and
begins to find ways of coping more effectively
with severe physical abuse and, through early rec-
ognition and intervention.

Stage three:physical abuse is better handled and
attention is now beginning to be paid to the infant
who fails to thrive and is neglected physically.
More subtle forms of abuse, such as ‘poisoning’,
are recognized.

Stage four :the community recognizes emotional
abuse and neglect and patterns of severe rejec-
tion, scapegoating, and emotional deprivation.

Stage five: the community pays attention to the
serious plight of the sexually abuse child.
Stagesix:the guaranteeing that each child is tru-
ly wanted, and provided with loving care, decent
shelter and food, and first-class preventive and

curative health care.
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